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Statement from William Considine, Chair, Ohio Children’s Hospital Association Board of Trustees and President and CEO, Akron Children’s Hospital, in response to Congressional passage of the federal health care reform legislation - The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (HR 3590):
As arguably one of the strongest networks of children’s hospitals in the nation, the members of the Ohio Children’s Hospital Association are supportive of some provisions included in the federal health care reform legislation, while disappointed that the bill fails to adequately address specific issues that can have a dramatically positive impact on children’s health care.

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act does take some important steps toward improving access to care, such as prohibiting insurers from denying coverage to children with pre-existing conditions, extending authority and funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and providing pilot programs in delivery reforms through Medicaid and CHIP. The legislation also requires that Medicaid pay at least Medicare rates for primary care physician services. And, we are particularly grateful to Ohio U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown, who led the way in creating a $30 million loan forgiveness program for pediatric specialists. 
Unfortunately, the federal health care reform package still falls short in areas of critical importance to children’s hospitals. 
While we are pleased at the bipartisan effort that reduced the cuts in funding for hospitals that have a disproportionately high Medicaid caseload, the fact of the matter is that Ohio’s children’s hospitals will still face cuts in funding at a time when more and more children are relying on Medicaid. More than half of the patients in Ohio’s children’s hospitals have health care coverage through Medicaid, which pays far below what medical services actually cost. Because Medicaid is the largest, single payer of children’s health care services, its poor reimbursement contributes to pediatric specialist shortages and financial losses for children’s hospitals. These Medicaid losses have eclipsed $201 million in annual payments shortfalls for Ohio’s children’s hospitals, and pediatric specialists in Ohio are reimbursed more than 40 percent below Medicare. The result is long wait times for specialist appointments, hardships on families forced to travel long distances for care, and high emergency room utilization.
Our number one priority is to save, protect and enhance the lives of children by ensuring access to high quality health care. Until the federal government fully addresses Medicaid’s inadequate payment for children’s health care services, including pediatric specialty care, our nation will not experience significant improvement in children’s access to care. 
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For media inquiries or to set up interviews regarding this issue, please contact Angela Krile, 740-974-3948.  

